
Living as God's 

Family 

We are God's Children!

Epping Forest Community Church

A Relational Community 



A Relational Community 
That we may share God's love & truth with others.

Creating a church 

which is like a family, 

loving one another, 

helping one another 

and having fun.



1 John 4:16 (NLT)

God is Love



1 John 4:9 (NLT)

God showed how much 
He loved us by sending 
His one and only Son 
into the world so that we 
might have eternal life 
through Him. 



1 John 4:10 (NLT)

This is real love—not that 
we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His 
Son as a sacrifice to take 
away our sins. 



1 John 3:1 (NIV84)

How great is the love the 
Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be 
called children of God! 
And that is what we are! 





Ephesians 5:1-2 (NLT)

Imitate God in everything you do, 
because you are His dear 
children. Live a life filled with 
love, following the example of 
Christ. He loved us and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice for us, a 
pleasing aroma to God.



1 John 4:11 (NLT)

Dear friends, since 
God loved us that 
much, we surely ought 
to love each other. 



John 13:34-35 (NLT)

So now I am giving you a 
new commandment: Love 
each other. Just as I have 
loved you, you should love 
each other. Your love for 
one another will prove to 
the world that you are My 
disciples.



Loving one another
helps us to live well in God’s family

and will help us to show what God is like

stops us living well in God’s family
And will spoil our witness to others

Not Loving one another



1 John 4:12 (NLT)

No one has ever seen 
God. But if we love 
each other, God lives in 
us, and His love is 
brought to full 
expression in us. 



• God is Love

• God Loves us

• God wants us to 

love each other

• What is Love?



1 Corinthians 13:1-13 LOVE

• Is patient (waits well, suffers long)

• Is kind (caring, sympathetic, thoughtful, 

compassionate)

• Is not jealous (envious)

• Is not boastful 



1 Corinthians 13:1-13 LOVE



1 Corinthians 13:1-13 LOVE



1 Corinthians 13:1-13 LOVE

• always hopeful

• endures through every circumstance 

(perseveres)

• will last forever



Loving can be Difficult!

Sinful nature

Love is from heaven, it is supernatural rather than 

natural.

Our Father in Heaven wants us to Love, God wants 

us, His children to grow up to become mature.

God does not want us to be selfish, hardhearted and 

indulge and gratify our sinful nature.



1 Peter 4:8 (NLT)

Most important of all, 
continue to show deep 
love for each other, 
for love covers a 
multitude of sins.



Ephesians 4:2 (TPT)

With tender humility and 
quiet patience, always 
demonstrate gentleness 
and generous love towards 
one another especially 
those who may try your 
patience.



1 John 3:18 (NIrV)

Dear children, don't 
just talk about love. 
Put your love into 
action. Then it will 
truly be love. 



1 John 4:20 (NLT)

If someone says, "I love 
God," but hates a Christian 
brother or sister, that 
person is a liar; for if we 
don't love people we can 
see, how can we love God, 
whom we cannot see?



Loving one another
helps us to live well in God’s family

and will help us to show what God is like

stops us living well in God’s family
And will spoil our witness to others

Not Loving one another


