
The Kingdom of God 
Week 3



What do you think of when you 
think of the Kingdom of God?



The Kingdom
• It is right here; right now

• It is good news (it IS the gospel 69 times)

• It demands a response: “repent” “leave”

• It is inextricably linked to healing, deliverance and wholeness, 
“shalom”

• It belongs to the humble (the poor in spirit, persecuted, 
downtrodden)

• It is linked to righteousness

• It is united/unified/cohesive



Humility brings greatness
• Matt 18:1: At that time the disciples came up and asked Jesus, Who then is 

[really] the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? (status in the kingdom)

• Matt 18:3 Mk 10v15: And said, Truly I say to you, unless you repent 
(change, turn about) and become like little children [trusting, lowly, loving, 
forgiving], you can never enter the kingdom of heaven [at all]. (status in 
the kingdom)

• Matt 18:4: Whoever will humble himself therefore and become like this 
little child [trusting, lowly, loving, forgiving] is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. (status in the kingdom)

• Matt 19:14 Mk 10v14: Lk 18:16 But He said, Leave the children alone! 
Allow the little ones to come to Me, and do not forbid or restrain or hinder 
them, for of such [as these] is the kingdom of heaven composed. 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/18/1/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/18/3/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/18/4/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/19/14/type/am


• Childlikeness

• It’s about innocence

• Simplicity

• Love

• Trust

• Kindness

• It could be confused with naivete but being part of the Kingdom of 
God can’t be foolish because you are building on the rock



It’s not about the money (1)

• Matt 18:23: Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a human king 
who wished to settle accounts with his attendants.

• And tried to write all his debts off

• Matt 20:1: For the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of an estate 
who went out in the morning along with the dawn to hire workmen 
for his vineyard. 

• And pays the same to everyone regardless of how long they work in 
the day

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/18/23/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/20/1/type/am


It’s not about the money (2)

• Matt 19:12: For there are eunuchs who have been born incapable of 
marriage; and there are eunuchs who have been made so by men; 
and there are eunuchs who have made themselves incapable of 
marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let him who is able 
to accept this accept it.

• Matt 19:23 Mk10v23: And Jesus said to His disciples, Truly I say to 
you, it will be difficult for a rich man to get into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

• Matt 19:24: Mk 10:25 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to go into 
the kingdom of heaven.

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/19/12/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/19/23/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/19/24/type/am


Status in the Kingdom
• Matt 20:21: And He asked her, What do you wish? She answered Him, 

Give orders that these two sons of mine may sit, one at Your right 
hand and one at Your left in Your kingdom.

• Matt 21:31: Which of the two did the will of the father? They replied, 
The first one. Jesus said to them, Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 
the harlots will get into (or are entering) the kingdom of heaven 
before you.

• Matt 21:43: I tell you, for this reason the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people who will produce the 
fruits of it.

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/20/21/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/21/31/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/21/43/type/am


The Wedding Feast.  
The Kingdom of God is a Party.
• Matt 22:2: The kingdom of heaven is like a king who gave a wedding 

banquet for his son 

• Nice one Jesus…..

• Invitations go out to everyone but many refuse particularly those in 
authority 

• So the King invites everyone 

• The least, the last and the lost

• And they enjoy a fantastic feast because they accepted the invitation and 
came to see the bridegroom

• This is in Matthew….because despite author intention it IS a cohesive, 
unified gospel and Matthew gets the universal application of the Good 
News

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/22/2/type/am


The Future Kingdom
• Matt 16:28 Mk9v1: Lk 9:27 Truly I tell you, there are some standing 

here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming 
in (into) His kingdom.

• Matt 24:7: Mk 13:8 For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and 
earthquakes in place after place;

• Matt 24:14: And this good news of the kingdom (the Gospel) will be 
preached throughout the whole world as a testimony to all the 
nations, and then will come the end.(3)

• It is NOW with Jesus and it will herald the end of the world

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/16/28/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/24/7/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/24/14/type/am


The Future Kingdom

• Matt 25:1: Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom

• Matt 25:34: Then the King will say to those at His right hand, Come, 
you blessed of My Father, inherit (receive as your own) 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

• Matt 26:29: Mk14:25I say to you, I shall not drink again of this fruit 
of the vine until that day when I drink it with you new and of superior 
quality in My Father's kingdom.

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/25/1/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/25/34/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/26/29/type/am


The Coming of the Kingdom of God Lk 17
• 20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 

come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something 
that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it 
is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”[c]

• IT IS NOW AMONG US
• Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see 

one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.23 People will tell 
you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them. 24 For 
the Son of Man in his day[d] will be like the lightning,which flashes and 
lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25 But first he must suffer many 
things and be rejected by this generation.

• 26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son 
of Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in 
marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and 
destroyed them all.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25673c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25676d


The Coming of the Kingdom of God Lk 17

• 28 “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, 
buying and selling, planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.

• 30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that 
day no one who is on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go 
down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for 
anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever tries to keep their life will 
lose it, and whoever loses their life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that 
night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other 
left.35 Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the 
other left.” [36] [e]

• 37 “Where, Lord?” they asked.
• He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25688e


The Future Kingdom
• Mark 11:10
• Praised and blessed in the name of the Lord is the coming kingdom of our 

father David! Hosanna (O save us) in the highest [heaven]!
• Mark 12:34
• And when Jesus saw that he answered intelligently (discreetly and having 

his wits about him), He said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of 
God. And after that no one ventured or dared to ask Him any further 
question.

• Mrk 15:43
• Joseph, he of Arimathea, noble and honorable in rank and a respected 

member of the council (Sanhedrin), who was himself waiting for 
the kingdom of God, daring the consequences, took courage and ventured 
to go to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Mark/11/10/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Mark/12/34/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Mark/15/43/type/am


The Kingdom

• It is precious

• It is worth giving everything for

• It is for the weak

• It is like a party to which everyone is invited

• It is NOT about status

• It is Christ’s Kingdom linked to the cross and shown in His life and teachings

• It will get bigger and bigger

• It has come and it is coming      

• The King is coming back



The Final Days of Jesus

• The fulfilment of prophecy including Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22

• He is the Servant King

• He washes the disciples’ feet in John 13

• His death is initially seen as the end which destroys some disciples dreams 
and means Jews today are STILL waiting for the Messiah and the 
establishment of the KINGDOM of Israel

• BUT

• IT IS FINISHED is seen as the beginning. Universal significance. Psalm 22

• The death of Jesus means the Kingdom is open…the veil is ripped in the 
temple……



The Kingdom; The Cross; The Church and the 
Coming King
• The Israelites predicted the Messiah

• The Coming King

• The New Testament gospels speak of the Kingdom as being imminent 
and Jesus as Immanuel

• But the gospels also suggest the Kingdom is still to come

• Not just for every individual when they die and see Jesus

• But at a future point in time 



מרנא תא
• Maranatha

• The Lord is Coming

• The ancient Psalms of ascent

• The Jews have been singing it for centuries

• The Church is now singing it 



Acts, the Letters
• And so begins the relationship between The Church and the Kingdom

• The Church is a fellowship of those on earth who believe in Christ and 
His Kingdom

• Act 1:3 To them also He showed Himself alive after His passion (His 
suffering in the garden and on the cross) by [a series of] many 
convincing demonstrations [unquestionable evidences and infallible 
proofs], appearing to them during forty days and talking [to them] 
about the things of the kingdom of God

• (This sounds like…..LUKE)



The Kingdom Present and Future still together

• Acts 1:6 So when they were assembled, they asked Him, Lord, is this 
the time when You will reestablish the kingdom and restore it to 
Israael?

• Acts 8:12 But when they believed the good news (the Gospel) about 
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) as 
Philip preached it, they were baptized, both men and women.

• Acts 14:22 Establishing and strengthening the souls and the hearts of 
the disciples, urging and warning and encouraging them to stand firm 
in the faith, and [telling them] that it is through many hardships and 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.



Preaching the Kingdom as Good News

• Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue and for three months spoke 
boldly, persuading and arguing and pleading about the kingdom of God.

• Acts 20:25 And now, observe, I perceive that all of you, among whom I 
have gone in and out proclaiming the kingdom, will see my face no more.

• Act 28:23 So when they had set a day with him, they came in large 
numbers to his lodging. And he fully set forth and explained the matter to 
them from morning until night, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying 
to persuade them concerning Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from 
the Prophets.

• Act 28:31 Preaching to them the kingdom of God and teaching them about 
the Lord Jesus Christ with boldness and quite openly, and without being 
molested or hindered.

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Acts/28/23/type/am
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Acts/28/31/type/am


Rom 14:17

• [After all] the kingdom of God is not a matter of [getting the] food 
and drink [one likes], but instead it is righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit

• 1 Cor 4:20 For the kingdom of God consists of and is based on not 
talk but power 



1 Corinthians
•

1 Cor 4:8 You behave as if you are already filled and think you have 
enough Already you have become rich [in spiritual gifts and graces]! 
you have ascended your thrones and come into 
your kingdom without including us! And would that it were true and 
that you did reign, so that we might be sharing the kingdom with 
you!

• 1 Cor 6:9 and 10 Do you not know that the unrighteous and the 
wrongdoers will not inherit or have any share in the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived (misled): neither the impure and immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor those who participate in homosexuality, 
nor cheats, nor greedy graspers, nor drunkards, nor foulmouthed 
revilers and slanderers, nor extortioners and robbers will inherit or 
have any share in the kingdom of God.

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/words/Kingdom/type/am/book/46


• Gal 5:21 Envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you 
beforehand, just as I did previously, that those who do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

• Eph 5:5 For be sure of this: that no person practicing sexual vice or 
impurity in thought or in life, or one who is covetous -- "for he [in 
effect] is an idolater -- "has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God.



• 1 Cor 15:24 After that comes the end when He delivers over 
the kingdom to God the Father after rendering inoperative and 
abolishing every other rule and every authority and power.

• 1 Cor 15:50 But I tell you this, brethren, flesh and blood cannot 
inherit or share in the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable (that 
which is decaying) inherit or share in the imperishable (the immortal).

• We will have new bodies…



• Col 1: 13 The Father has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the 
control and the dominion of darkness and has transferred us into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love,

• Col 4:11

• And [greetings also from] Jesus, who is called Justus. These [Hebrew 
Christians] alone of the circumcision are among my fellow workers for 
[the extension of] God's kingdom, and they have proved a relief and a 
comfort to me.



• 1 Thess 2:12 To live lives worthy of God, Who calls you into His 
own kingdom and the glorious blessedness

• 2 Thess 1:5 This is positive proof of the just and right judgment of God to 
the end that you may be deemed deserving of His kingdom, for the sake of 
which you are also suffering.

• 2 Tim 4:1 I charge [you] in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by (in the light of) His coming and 
His kingdom:

• 2 Tim 4:18

• [And indeed] the Lord will certainly deliver and draw me to Himself from 
every assault of evil. He will preserve and bring me safe unto His 
heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen (so be it).



• Hebrews 2

• James 2

• 2 Peter 1



Revelation
• Rev 1:6 And formed us into a kingdom (a royal race), priests to His 

God and Father -- "to Him be the glory and the power and the 
majesty and the dominion throughout the ages and forever and ever. 
Amen (so be it).

• Rev 1:9 I, John, your brother and companion with you in the 
tribulation and kingdom and patient endurance [which are] in Jesus 
Christ, was on the isle called Patmos, [banished] on account of [my 
witnessing to] the Word of God and the testimony (the proof, the 
evidence) for Jesus Christ.

• Rev 5:10

• And You have made them a kingdom (royal race) and priests to our 
God, and they shall reign [as kings] over the earth!



Revelation
• Rev 11:15 The seventh angel then blew [his] trumpet, and there were mighty 

voices in heaven, shouting, The dominion (kingdom, sovereignty, rule) of the 
world has now come into the possession and become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of His Christ (the Messiah), and He shall reign forever and ever!

• Rev 12:10 Then I heard a strong (loud) voice in heaven, saying, Now it has come --
"the salvation and the power and the kingdom (the dominion, the reign) of our 
God, and the power (the sovereignty, the authority) of His Christ (the Messiah); 
for the accuser of our brethren, he who keeps bringing before our God charges 
against them day and night, has been cast out!

• Rev 16:10 Then the fifth [angel] emptied his bowl on the throne of the beast, and 
his kingdom was [plunged] in darkness; and people gnawed their tongues for the 
torment [of their excruciating distress and severe pain]

• Rev 22:19 And if anyone cancels or takes away from the statements of the book 
of this prophecy [these predictions relating to Christ's kingdom and its speedy 
triumph, together with the consolations and admonitions or warnings pertaining 
to them], God will cancel and take away from him his share in the tree of life and 
in the city of holiness (purity and hallowedness), which are described and 
promised in this book.



Finally (1)

• The Kingdom Of God was predicted

• The Kingdom of God has come in the form of Christ the King

• The Kingdom belongs to the loyal citizens who bow to the King

• We can access the Kingdom right now

• It takes strength to hold onto the Kingdom and its principles whilst we 
live on earth now

• The Kingdom is also still to come for us individually and for the world



Finally (2)

• The Kingdom of God is where the King is

• God’s aim is not the extension of His Kingdom for his own glory but 
he wants US to be oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord for 
the display of His splendour

• So the image of the bride is better than that of subject 

• His aim is to see us flourish

• His aim is to restore our freedom

• His aim is to restore our relationship with Him

• Individually and collectively


