
We are committed to the church family 

Rob Tribe 22-9-19. Bible quotes are taken from the New International Version (UK) 

Last week Nita kicked off our teaching series showing that we must centre our lives on God. 
Now that you have accomplished all that, I’m continuing into the next column, to talk about 
loving the church. Of course you understand that the church in the bible always means 
people, never a building. So we don’t “go to church”, because we are the church. “Church” 
means the body of all Christ’s followers but we can also use it to mean the local body of 
believers, that is, for most of us, EFCC. 

Jesus was asked various questions in the days in Jerusalem leading up to his death; some of 
them he gave indirect answers to, because people were out to trick him. But one question 
he answered directly. You may recall from last week that Jesus, when asked what was the 
greatest commandment, without hesitation quoted not one of the “ten commandments”, 
but a command from Deuteronomy “Hear O Israel, the Lord (Yahweh) is one. Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, all your mind, all your soul and with all your strength”. He then 
said, “The second is like it: “Love your neighbour as yourself”. These two principles are very 
close to God’s heart. If you love God you will love his people. 

1John 4:20 – “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar.” 

1John 2:9 “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the darkness”. 

Have you ever wondered why “the church” exists or meets together? We all come to know 
Christ as Saviour individually. Why can we not continue to spread the gospel and grow in 
maturity on our own, never having to interact much with others of the same persuasion? 
“You in your small corner, and I in mine.” 

Jesus bids us shine, 
 With a pure, clear light, 
 Like a little candle, 
 Burning in the night. 
 In this world is darkness, 
 So let us shine-- 
 You in your small corner, 
 And I in mine. 
 

Jesus bids us shine, 
First of all for Him; 
Well He sees and knows it, 
If our light grows dim; 
He looks down from heaven, 
To see us shine-- 
You in your small corner, 
And I in mine. 
 

(First two verses of a 19th century children’s song written by Susan Warner. It’s not really advocating leading lives independent of each other, but you can be 
left with that impression!) 

 
That’s not the way God designed us to be! 
 
I wonder if you’ve ever thought about when the church first started? A reasonable answer is 
at the events of Acts 2, when the Holy Spirit came in power, and about 3000 were added to 
their number. Before that time, a group of about 120 were meeting together every day. At 
this time the word “fellowship” is introduced into the bible story, the “active togetherness” 
of believers. 
 



But before his death, Jesus was emphasising the need for “togetherness”, fellowship and 
love with his disciples. 
 
John 13: Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. “Do you understand what I have done for you?’ he asked 
them.  ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord”, and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet”. 
 
John 13:34-35 - A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
 
John 15:10-13   - As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep 
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 
his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My 
command is this: love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends 
 
 
John 17: Jesus prayed for the disciples that they would be one as he and the Father were 
one. Then he prays for future believers that they would be one. “May they be brought to 
complete unity, so that the world may know that you sent me” 
 
And after the resurrection, Jesus was making provision for the church, not just believers 
acting individually, when he said to Peter repeatedly “Do you love me?  Feed my sheep” (John 
21) 
 
At this point we should say a bit about love, because we often use the word to describe a 
feeling, or a fondness that lacks commitment. I recently wrote a review of a café saying “I 
love this little café”. We use the word love in many different ways, but when the Bible talks 
about love, it has more meaning than just sentiment. The word in the NT for love is most 
often “agape”, a love in which the entire personality, including the will is involved. Although 
emotion is involved in love, at its core is the will and it should be mainly associated with 
action. John said : “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth” (1John 3:18). Jesus said: “If you love me you will obey what I command” (John 14:15) 
 

We need to understand that the church is special. 
What is the church not? 
It’s not: 

A special interest group. We do not meet together because we are all interested in Jesus 
and want to talk about Christiany things! 
 
A club that we join and subscribe to so we can all enjoy the benefits! 
A man-made institution or establishment 
  



What is it?: 
It’s God’s family 
Eph 3:14 – For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name 
God’s household:  Eph 2:19  Family (household) of believers Gal 6:10 
 
God’s chosen people 
1Pet2:9 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who brought you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God. 
 
Col 3:12 – Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility gentleness and patience. 
 
The body of Christ 
Eph 5:23 -  …as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is Saviour. 
1Cor12:27 – Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it. 
Eph2:23 – And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for 
the church, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills everything in every way. 
 
A holy temple 
Eph 2:19-22 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling 
in which God lives by his Spirit. 
 
 

So how should we regard one another? 
 
2Cor 5:16 – So from now on we regard no-one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation 
– the old has gone the new has come! 
 
Paul like all of us before we were born of the Spirit, before we knew Jesus, regarded him as 
merely a man. 
 

Having been adopted as children of God, we are brothers and sisters 
 
Rom 8:14-17 - For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you 
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received 
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ. 
 



We are brothers and sisters not by analogy, but in a very real sense, for God really is our 
Father. We dare not hold a grudge against our sister, or talk negatively about our brother – 
for whom Christ died. We don’t regard people by their outward appearance or even their 
character – good or bad bits – but we regard them as people born of the Spirit, and seek to 
know them in the Spirit. 
 
Phil 2:3-4  - Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
 

Philadelphia 
This word is used in the New Testament by three separate authors to describe the way in 
which we should love one another. It means “brotherly love”, the natural affection between 
brothers and sisters. Outside of New Testament writings, the word is used in Greek 
literature almost exclusively to describe the love between offspring of the same father. 
 
Rom 12:10 – Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. 
 
1Thess 4:9 – 10 – Now about brotherly love (philadelphia) we do not need to write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love (agapao) each other. And in fact you do love all the 
brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more. 
 
1Pet 1:22-23 - Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere 
love for each other (philadelphia), love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born 
again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
Heb 13:1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters (philadelphia). 
 
2Pet 1:7  - For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness …    …and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness (philadelphia); and to brotherly kindness, love (agape). 
 

What is your vision for the church? What is God’s vision? 
 

Taking responsibility 
 
So much of our thinking is “me-ness” rather than “us-ness”. Nearly all instructions to the 
church are plural. It's not just "me and my walk with God" (although we all need to have a 
personal walk with God). “Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches”, Jesus said in each 
of his seven messages to the churches in Revelation. 
 
The writer to the Hebrews wrote:  
 
Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord. See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause 
trouble and defile many. See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single 
meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son.  (Heb 12:14-16). 
 



The church is charged with seeing that no-one misses the grace of God, that no bitter root 
grows and no-one falls into sexual immorality. How can we do this without close bonds 
between us, without accepting a level of responsibility for each other’s lives? 
 
There needs to be a collective “see to it” in our relationship together. 
 
 

United in purpose 
We are told to love each other, but this is not just about having a warm fuzzy feeling. What 
did Jesus have in mind when he prayed for future believers? 
 
We are called to build up the church together in unity, helping one another serve and 
making disciples of all nations.  
 
John 17:20-23 - My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that 
you gave me, that they may be one as we are one – I in them and you in me – so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me. 
 
Phil 2:1-7  - Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out 
of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of 
you should look not only to your own interests but also to the interests of the others. 
 
Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus: 
 
Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be grasped; 
 
but made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
 
 
 
Eph 4:2-6 - Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 
Phil 1:27-28 - Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand 
firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in 
any way by those who oppose you. 



 
Ephesians 2:19-22 - Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together 
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 
 

Here’s a vision of the church in Ephesians 4: 
 
Eph 4:11 – 16 - So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
 
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
 
This is a vision of: 
Servant attitudes 
Unity of purpose 
Truthfulness in relationships 
Multiple relationships – like a net 
Strength in God 
Maturity 
Organic growth (from within, not just bolting bits together) 
 
So what should we do? 
 

 Don’t regard anyone as unimportant – esteem them highly, as a brother or sister 
 Actively build strong relationships with people 
 Bear with people with humility, patience, gentleness and love 
 Don’t ever lie to people 
 Recognise the body of Christ (1Cor 11:29) 
 Seek to equip other people, and help them recognise their own calling and gifting 

 
 


